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From the Editor Contents 
Among our readers, two dates are regarded as Thanks-
giving Day depending upon the nation of residence. So we 
are inclined to spread the emphasis of Thanksgiving over a 
period of time rather than a particular date. Maybe we 
should speak of the season of Thanksgiving rather than a 
day. This explanation is to allay fears of our United States 
readers that we forgot Thanksgiving Day. 
I found it most interesting to learn that one of our 
churchmen was imaginative and courageous enough to 
have sought an interview with Albert Einstein. I doubt if 
many of our readers were aware of this "exclusive 
interview." I believe that it will be of special interest to all 
of us to read "Reflections on an Interview" which appears 
on page five. 
The term communism is both a rational and an 
emotional word. It does denote a philosophical and 
political ideal that is anti-God and pragmatic to the 
extreme. This must be kept in mind in our interpretation of 
present events and of future hopes. 
As an emotional word it connotes all kinds of images 
and develops irrational fears. A notice from a bookstore 
came in this morning's mail disclaiming responsibility for 
obligations since the Postal Service is infiltrated with 
communists. (I have suspected all along that something 
was wrong.) Under the Contemporary Scene there are two 
brief articles from responsible sources which reflect certain 
aspects of life behind the Iron Curtain. We commend these 
for your reading. 
The 
S H A K j j v g C O R N E R 
(In the September 10 issue of the Visitor we encouraged 
readers to share ideas, experiences, and practicals helps in 
an effort to save food. The following is a report by the 
pastor of the Fairview congregation (Ohio), Henry Miller, 
of how this congregation seeks to become aware of need 
and responsibility.) 
A four-stage involvement of the Fairview congregation 
was planned. 
On July 28 an illustrated sermon on how to "Show Love 
to My Needy Brother" was presented. Some five-ounce 
bags of grain (the subsistence amount in the sub-Sahara) 
were passed for the people in the congregation to see, lift, 
feel — and imagine what they could do with that for a one-
day ration, day after day. Persons in the congregation 
stood up and showed items worth ten cents, such as a small 
sliver of pie, two-thirds of a candy bar, half a bottle of pop, 
etc., to demonstrate how little less we would need to 
consume daily in order to provide one pound of grain (the 
daily consumption in the poor countries) for those who 
have desperate need. 
On August 7 the NAE film, "Africa — Dry Edge of 
Disaster" was shown, in order to portray the actual 
present crisis and the efforts being made to help people 
help themselves. 
Each family is urged to find ways of reducing food con-
sumption — and to lay aside the actual savings for hunger 
relief. Although a dollar may be worth a dollar of relief re-
gardless of the means by which it is raised, we need the 
to page three 
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A Reasonable Faith 
God's 
Accounting Method 
A VIEW of the religious scene is cause for joy and 
concern. 
There is much vitality within the church — especially in 
sectarian groups and groups moving along the fringes of 
the institutional church. This is especially true among the 
young. 
There is a strong emphasis upon experience. There is 
recognition of the supernatural. There is an awareness of 
the demonic. The second coming has captured the interest. 
Feelings and emotions have become the touchstone of 
spiritual reality. There is a renewed interest in Bible study 
and a strong emphasis on praise and witness. 
Some of this is long overdue. The past generation was 
satisfied to be orthodox and respectable. They had a sense 
of direction but little propulsion. Enthusiasm was too 
often identified as fanaticism. The children were turned off 
because their parents were not turned on. 
Some of the change has been a reaction. In spite of 
several decades of social action and high hopes, things 
have gone from bad to worse. The list of unkept promises 
and un-fulfilled hopes could fill the page. And finally, 
disillusionment set in. The too meager inner resources 
were exhausted. The call was for a reexamination of the 
church's mission, the Christian faith's expression, and 
society's hope. 
Bible study and sharing took the place of activism. The 
demonic in the world order was recognized and an 
apocalyptic view of history replaced social action. Music 
with more feeling than message and heavy with rhythm 
became the hymnody of this new-found faith. 
Much of this is reason to rejoice. Lives have been 
changed. Evangelism is taking place. 
There is also reason for concern. There is an anti-
rational element in much of this that can result in tragic 
consequences. Emotions and feelings are high on the 
agenda. Emotions are necessary to produce action. Reason 
is essential for direction. 
Over-emphasis upon feeling can lead to heresy and 
disillusionment. It can too easily be an expression of 
hedonism under a religious, even Christian, guise. A 
sensate society may be appealed to by a religion that 
provides feeling and better highs. But it may not be the 
faith of the New Testament nor of the One whose shadow 
across the world takes the form of a cross. 
The possibility of disillusionment is very real. The great 
decisions of life are not made on nor supported by feeling. 
No one graduated from college by studying when he felt 
like it. The reasons marriages are crumbling all around us 
is because they were based on feeling ana feelings were 
supposed to hold them together. Nor will a faith 
characterized by feeling survive the realities of life. 
Man is a rational being as well as an emotional one. A 
healthy and indeed a biblical faith makes provision for 
both. Reason is inadequate to discover God and His saving 
grace. Revelation is needed. But both reason and revela-
tion are God-given. We disdain reason at our peril. The 
Christian faith is beyond reason but not in opposition. 
I recall reading somewhere about love "God with all 
your mind . . ." as well as your heart. 
Z 
O U R MOST SUBTLE temptations are in the area of 
the legitimate and the necessary. 
For the Christian, materialism is a more likely tempta-
tion than demonism; gluttony more common than 
drunkenness; and immorality a greater peril than 
gambling. 
The reason is that all of these — gluttony, materialism, 
and immorality — are related to essential and proper 
functions. We can do without alcohol but eating is 
essential to life. Sexuality is essential to the survival of the 
race and is a God-given drive. Our material world is an 
expression of God's creative act. It is necessary for our 
existence. God called it good. Man was given lordship over 
it and the temptation to call it our own is very real. 
Herein lies the peril. The temptation to misuse the good 
is more subtle than the temptation to yield to evil. The 
desert temptations of Jesus reflect to a degree this fact — 
turning stones to bread; casting Himself upon God's 
saving power; bringing to Himself all the nations of the 
world. The Bible recognizes this fact and warns Christians 
repeatedly about the peril. In no area is this more true than 
in relation to possessions and money. 
As Christians we are to accept God's creation with 
thanksgiving and reverence. It may sound trite and overly-
pious but it is nevertheless true; We have nothing except 
what has been given. Neither our lives nor our possessions 
are really our own. They belong to God. We are stewards 
of our gifts and of His creation. 
This is why Jesus and the apostles had as much to say 
about money and possessions as they did. They warned 
against the peril of riches, the sin of covetousness, and the 
love of money. The love of money was the root of all evil. 
Covetousness was as idolatry. The camel could go through 
the needle's eye easier than a rich man could enter heaven. 
Jesus does give us some help in our attitude towards our 
possessions. He said that it was possible to convert them 
into eternal securities. This not only preserved their value 
— beyond the reach of moths and rust and thieves — it 
also had an effect on the destiny of one's heart. The heart 
follows the treasure. 
When we invest that treasure, God does a unique kind of 
accounting. The value of our investment is determined by 
the amount one has left. As the proverbial two-edged 
sword, God's method of accounting cuts both ways. It is 
both comforting and disquieting. 
Z 
THE SHARING CORNER 
from page two 
benefits gained by some means of direct association — that 
is, let's give that which we have actually denied ourselves 
by modifying our living standards and habits. 
On November 27 the congregation will share in a special 
Thanksgiving service of praise and dedication. Sacrifice 
offerings for hunger relief will be presented and individuals 
and families will share with each other the various ways in 
which eating patterns were modified to make the special 
offering possible. 
(See November 10 issue for the 1973 Thanksgiving 
service at this congregation.) 
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Give Me the Simple Life 
Leigh ton Ford 
I n AN EFFORT to win the war 
against inflation, President Ford has 
called for a massive citizen mobiliza-
tion in which every American would 
become an "inflation fighter" and an 
"energy saver." 
Obviously this will call for sacrifice 
and for a much simpler way of living. 
Interestingly enough, many Christians 
have already been thinking about the 
"simple life style," not primarily to 
fight inflation, but as a part of their 
discipleship. The Lausanne covenant, 
issued at the International Congress 
on World Evangelism this past 
summer, said that "those of us who 
life in affluent circumstances accept 
our duty to develop a simple life in 
order to contribute more generously to 
both relief and evangelism." 
But what is the "simple life"? Can 
someone tell me how many suits I can 
own or how many steaks I should eat? 
Clearly the "simple life" is relative to 
each of our situations. Further, for 
many of us the distractions may not be 
in the number of our possessions but in 
the constant demands on our time. 
The "simple life" (for the believer) 
is not a matter of fighting inflation 
first . . . but about knowing God. This 
is the view of life that Jesus drives 
home for us in His famous Sermon on 
the Mount. In Matthew 6 He gives us 
several important principles to guide 
us. 
He gives us a command to obey: 
" D o not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves break 
in and steal. But store up for your-
selves treasures in heaven, where moth 
and rust do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (6:19-21). 
Long before our economic pundits 
began to write about the crumbling 
economy Jesus warned that no storage 
vault can guarantee security, that we 
should not store up on earth but rather 
store up for ourselves "treasures in 
heaven." This might appear as if 
Christianity is merely replacing selfish 
material advantage with selfish 
spiritual advantage, but we do have 
certain needs which must be fulfilled. 
To long for air is human, not selfish. 
So it is to long for significance and 
security. The question is not: have we 
needs . . . but what needs and where to 
fulfill them! 
Jesus indicated that our needs can 
only be fulfilled in heaven . . . the 
dwelling place of God (Matthew 5:34) 
and the ult imate destination of 
believers. So how do we store up in 
heaven? By being the kind of people 
described in the Beatitudes — the 
"poor in spirit" who have turned to 
God for mercy and forgiveness — for 
"theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven"; by 
the kind of praying and giving and 
good works which Jesus says are done 
"in secret and rewarded by the Father 
in heaven (Matthew 6:18); by invest-
ing in the kind of character and ac-
t ions which will have e ternal 
significance to the Father. If you have 
riches — whether of money, status or 
talent — "use them in such a way in 
this world that you will be building a 
balance in the next" (Martin Lloyd-
Jones). 
"For where your treasure is," says 
Jesus, "there your heart will be also." 
Where you put your money, your 
interest will be. Put your money in 
stocks, you'll follow the market. Put it 
in the bank, you'll keep up with the 
rates. Put it in God's Kingdom, you'll 
be caught up in the Kingdom. So, if 
you think heaven's important, and you 
want to keep it in mind, send your 
money ahead. The more you have 
there, the more you'll live for eternity! 
Jesus also gives us a comparison to 
keep in mind: "The eye is the lamp of 
the body. If your eyes are good, your 
whole body will be full of light. But if 
your eyes are bad, your wnole body 
will be full of darkness . . ." (Matthew 
6:22, 23). In the ancient world the eye 
was looked upon as the window by 
which light entered the body, so Jesus 
uses this metaphor of spiritual vision. 
The man who tries to live both by 
spiritual and material values is like a 
man whose eyes are out of focus by 
trying to look at two objects at once — 
he sees nothing clearly! In fact, the 
outright materialist who knows and 
acts on his idea of reality is shrewder 
than the professing Christian who says 
or thinks he's living for Christ, when 
in reality he's living by the same 
standards as the materialist. He gets 
the words of both worlds; he can't 
enjoy his worldliness with a clear 
conscience and he misses out on the 
blessings of trusting God. 
So Jesus gives us also a contradic-
tion to avoid: "No one can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and 
money" (Matthew 6:24). 
Finally, Jesus gives us a concentra-
tion to pursue: "Do not worry, saying 
'what shall we eat?' or 'what shall we 
drink?' or 'what shall we wear?' For 
the pagans run after all these things, 
and your Heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. But seek first His 
Kingdom and His righteousness and 
all these things will be given to you as 
well" (Matthew 6:31-34). 
President Ford asked Americans to 
make a list of the ways to fight infla-
tion. Number one on my list is: let's 
put God first. . . then "all the rest" of 
the ways to fight inflation will have a 
chance to work. In the final analysis, 
the "simple life" is getting my 
priorities straight. It is saying, with 
David Livingstone, "I will put no 
value on anything I possess . . . except 
as it relates to the Kingdom of God." 
If you want a truly "simple life," try 
to set your priorities by asking these 
four questions about everything you 
do and buy: 
(1) Will it have eternal and lasting 
significance? 
(2) Will it clarify my spiritual vision? 
(3) Will it make it easier or more diffi-
cult to be devoted to Christ? 
(4) Will it further God's Kingdom? 
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^n Interview An Interview An Interview 
C. W. Boyer 
T H E DATE was May 5, 1947. I was enroute from New 
York City to Princeton, N. J., with the hope of meeting 
Dr. Albert Einstein, the renowned physicist. I had no 
appointment and had made no previous contacts, so, 
obviously, I did not consider my chances to be very good. 
It had been a year and nine months since the first atomic 
bomb used in warfare had been exploded over Hiroshima, 
Japan. That bomb dropped on August 6, 1945, caused 
78,150 deaths (according to an estimate made by 
American military officials three months after the bomb-
ing), with many more thousands of casualties to follow 
later. 
On August 2, 1939, Dr. Einstein sent a letter to 
President Franklin Roosevelt in which he said: "Recent 
work . . . leads me to expect that the element of uranium 
may be turned into a new and important source of energy 
in the immediate future . . . This new phenomenon would 
lead to the construction of bombs . . . etc." The letter went 
on to emphasize the awesome destructive power of this 
new bomb, and also pointed out the possibility that 
Germany might discover the secret first. "That letter led 
directly to the atomic project . . . Thousands of scientists 
played a part in releasing the energy of the atom's nucleus. 
Of them all, Einstein stands out in historic perspective as 
the godfather of the atomic age" (Newsweek, March 10, 
1947). It was Einstein's key role in launching this gigantic 
atomic research effort which prompted my desire to meet 
him. 
When I arrived at the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton, with which Dr. Einstein was associated, I was 
informed that he was in a committee meeting at the time, 
but that an effort would be made to give me the opportuni-
ty to meet him after the meeting adjourned. At last the 
word came. The meeting had adjourned and Einstein was 
wating for me in the lobby. As I approached him he 
greeted me with a broad smile, and a warm, firm 
handclasp. I can easily believe all that has been said about 
his simple habits, his unassuming personality, and his 
kindly disposition. 
I had prepared my question for this interview in a form 
which I thought would appeal to the interest of a scientist. 
I prefaced this by a few remarks in recognition of his 
outstanding achievements in the field of science, and then 
stated my concern because of the threat of atomic 
catastrophe which hangs over the world. I then presented 
my question in the form of an equation: 
Man + Atomic Power + X = Safety for Man 
What is the "unknown quantity" which will assure the 
safety for man in a world which has now discovered atomic 
power? 
Einstein looked at the equation, then re-read it like this: 
Man + Atomic Power = No Man! 
This he said rather laughingly, emphasizing by a bit of 
grim humor the oft-repeated warning that man now holds 
in his hands the means for his own-self-destruction. 
The writer, an active Brethren in Christ churchman until his retirement, 
now resides in Albany, N. Y. Among the activities of his church life were 
editorial responsibility with the denomination's publishing house and 
many years of leadership in Christian education at the denominational as 
well as the congregational level. 
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Then for the unknown quantity "X" he supplied the 
following: "A reasonable or humane attitude or 
behavior," so the equation would then read: "Man + 
Atomic Power + A Reasonable or Humane Attitude or 
Behavior = Safety for Man." Then he added that if this 
factor is inserted for "X," "Atomic Power" could be 
eliminated, since the presence of atomic power, or any 
other potential danger, is no threat to man's safety, if he 
will only exercise "reasonable or humane hehavior"; 
while, on the other hand, without such behavior, there are 
many other factors besides atomic power which endanger 
man's safety. 
"How can this attitude on the part of man be achieved?" 
This would have been my next question. But this was not 
to be an extended interview. Einstein, with a fellow-
scientist as his guest, was on his way to lunch. It would 
have been highly inconsiderate for me to have continued 
the interview. I asked Einstein for his autograph which he 
gave me, and the interview was over. 
"A reasonable or humane attitude or behavior." Is this 
an attainable goal for man? Obviously, this is a problem 
which involves the heart of man; and Einstein recognized 
this. In his paper, "Only Then Shall We Find Courage," 
he wrote: "Science has brought forth this danger; but the 
real problem is in the minds and hearts of men." But he 
seemed almost to despair of a solution, for in the same 
paper he wrote: " I t is easier to denature plutonium than to 
denature the evil spirit of man." The evil spirit of man! 
How well Einstein's statement agrees with the Bible's 
description of man's heart as being "deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked." But we know the heart of 
man can be changed! The Bible tells us that "With the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness," and that "if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are 
passed away; behold all things are become new." 
Christians who have experienced this change of heart 
will have a compassionate concern for the spiritual, as well 
as the physical and material needs of their fellowmen; and, 
prompted by the love of Christ, they will be active in 
helping to minister to those needs. But neither these efforts 
nor the efforts of others who are interested in the social, 
economic, or political betterment of mankind will assure 
"Safety for Man" as implied by the equation. Is there a 
solution to this problem? 
In his paper referred to above, Einstein also spoke of 
"the fear which haunts the world." Is this fear any 
less, or is it much greater, today? Are the atomic 
and other threats to man's safety any less today, or 
are they much greater, than they were then? As we read 
and watch today's news, and as we read our Bibles, do we 
have any assurance that man by his own efforts can bring 
about Safety for Man? On the contrary we must agree with 
this statement in the "Covenant" recently adopted by the 
International Congress on Evangelism at Lausanne: "We 
reject as a proud, self-confident dream, the notion that 
man can ever build a Utopia on earth." 
But there is a promise of "Safety for Man." The Bible 
assures us that "we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth," where there will no longer be 
manifestations of "the evil spirit of man," but "wherein 
to page six 
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from page five 
dwelleth righteousness," when "the wolf shall dwell with 
the lamb," and "neither shall they learn war any more." 
What wonderful promises, and prospects! But prophetic 
Scripture also warns us that mankind must endure further 
ordeals of suffering and calamity before that glorious day 
of Safety for Mian shall come. 
The above quotations selected from Einstein's article 
did not include any of his suggestions as to how we may 
"find courage." These additional quotations will give some 
clue as to Einstein's view on this point: "A new type of 
thinking is essential if man is to survive and move to higher 
levels . . . We will not change the hearts of other men by 
mechanism, but by changing our hearts [how?] and 
speaking bravely . . . When humanity holds in its hand the 
weapon with which it can commit suicide, I believe that to 
put more power into the gun is to increase the probability 
of disaster . . . To the village square we must carry the 
facts of atomic energy. From there must come America's 
voice . . . When we are clear in heart and mind — only then 
will we find courage to surmount the fear which haunts the 
world." The reader may form his own conclusion as to 
how effective these suggestions have been, or are. 
Recently I- was the guest of two young men who were 
engaged in voluntary service in one of our mission 
communities. Leafing through a previous issue of the 
Clarion, the Messiah College Yearbook, which I found on 
their bookshelf, I was impressed by this quotation 
associated with the name of one of the graduates: "I found 
life in Christ; may He find utility in me." May He find 
utility in me! Would this not be a good prayer for each of 
us to pray in these days of crisis — and of opportunity? 
And would not the message of the nobleman to his 
servants in the parable, be Christ's message to us, His 
servants today: "Occupy till I come?" 
Three-Way Cooperation 
John Graybill 
ELEVEN YEARS AGO, the Brethren in Christ mission 
sent its first missionaries to Tokyo, Japan, to begin a city 
ministry. What could a small mission do with its limited 
resources, finance, and personnel in the world's largest 
city? 
To help us solve our practical problem, we looked at 
other mission witnesses to see how they do things, 
observing that other missions have the same problems 
what we face and decided that rather than try and "hoe our 
own row" alone, we would be open to cooperate with other 
missions who face the same dilemma. Thus, the Old 
Mennonites and General Conference Mennonites became 
our good brothers in mission witness and cooperation. 
From the very beginning, we agreed to work together in 
the following areas: 
Peace witness. Our three missions being the only peace 
voice in Japan, would have been foolish to try and do this 
work under three different ministries, but by uniting 
together and publishing the same materials and sponsoring 
the same seminars, was much more profitable to all 
concerned. MCC also had a very direct part in this 
witness. 
Literature. Somewhat along the same line, we who 
believe in and wish to promote the Anabaptist position in 
Japan found much more realistic planning in pooling our 
resources, ideas, dreams and finances rather than doing 
our own little thing ourselves and more-or-less competing 
against each other. 
Children's education. With the Old Mennonites 
working basically in the extreme north, Hokkaido, and the 
General Conference Mennonites in the south, Kyushu, and 
the Brethren in Christ working in the western area, 
Yamaguchi, it was impossible to have schooling for our 
missionaries' children from the first through the twelfth 
grades. Thus, we three missions formed an "associate 
membership" relationship with the Tokyo Christian 
Academy in Japan (CAJ). This provided for us guaranteed 
dormitory space and reduced tuition fees for a period of 
seven years. (Since our children have greatly diminished in 
The writer, presently on furlough with his family, has served many years 
in Japan; in recent years as General Superintendent of the work in thai 
country. 
number in recent years, this contract has now expired and 
is no longer in force.) 
Follow-up of young people. In Japan we still see a great 
exodus of young people to the large cities for employment, 
schooling, and adventure. Sensing a desire to follow-up 
these folks and to get them introduced to city churches, 
one mission could not do this effectively in a large city such 
as Tokyo. Thus, the three missions by working together 
but in different parts of the city, we could do a more 
effective ministry in follow-up over the years. 
Pioneering evangelism. All three missions wanted to 
begin a church program in the city. To have done this 
individually would have been difficult. By joining hands 
and working together, we found it quite feasible and 
profitable. Areas of active cooperation in evangelism have 
been: Joint special meetings for seekers, weekend retreats 
for the deeper-life of Christians, seminars for Christian 
education teachers, study series of our Christian heritage, 
recreational treats, etc. 
A concrete example of our working together is the way 
in which we helped each other to build church structures. 
Approximately eight years ago the Old Mennonite church 
at Honancho needed a building but could not do it alone. 
So the GC and BiC missions helped them to achieve this 
goal. In 1973 the BiC witness needed a church building in 
western Tokyo but did not have all the needed financial 
resources necessary. The OM and GC missions came to 
our rescue and it was accomplished. Now whenever the 
GC group needs a building in the city, it is the under-
standing that the other two missions will stand by to 
again assist in whatever way they can to see to it that this 
needed project will be completed. 
In recent years a Tokyo cooperating group has been 
formed under national leadership, consisting of six 
different groups which are actively functioning in the large 
city, all located at different points, with various ministries, 
but complementing each other. We meet once every two 
months for fellowship, planning, and sharing and even 
though each group is busy with its "own thing" all have a 
sense of brotherhood and belonging to each other and 
ministering to each other in the body of Christ. We see 
great things ahead. 
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Religious News 
Ford's Message On 
National Bible Week: 
"Scriptures Unifying Source of Wisdom" 
President Ford, in accepting honorary 
chairmanship of the 1974 National Bible 
Week, expressed high regard for the Scrip-
tures "as a unifying source of wisdom and 
inspiration." 
"Bible reading has been a tradition in 
my family for as long as I can remember," 
he said. " I firmly believe that one can 
experience great solace and encourage-
ment from the Bible's timeless and stirring 
passages." 
National Bible Week (Nov. 24-Dec. I) 
has been sponsored since 1940 by the 
Laymen's National Bible Committee, an 
interreligious organization based in New 
York. 
Growth of Conservatism in U.S. May 
Drift Toward Authoritarianism 
Conservatism is growing rapidly in 
America with a "serious potential drift 
towards authoritarianism" that could pose 
major threats to minority groups, accord-
ing to a leading public opinion researcher. 
Daniel Yankelovich of New York said 
that almost half the American people now 
consider themselves politically conser-
vative — nearly twice as many as a decade 
ago. He based his opinion on a survey to be 
published soon. 
"Growing national anxiety, resentment 
and a loss of confidence in institutions," 
account for this conservative trend, 
Yankelovich said. If it is not stemmed, he 
added, it would hurt "many minority 
groups, who fare badly when democratic 
processes are threatened." 
"English Courses" and the Bible: 
A U.S. High School Problem? 
How, if at all, should public school 
textbooks use passages from the Bible in 
English courses? 
Tha t question, which has posed a 
problem for American educators for many 
years, has been one of the issues in the 
Kanawha County, West Virginia, textbook 
dispute. 
Most of the protesters against the books 
have charged that they contain material 
t ha t is " a n t i - A m e r i c a n " or " a n t i -
Christ ian." But at a meeting of the Board 
of Education's textbook review committee, 
the use of a Bible passage was found to be 
the subject of controversy. 
A chapter in a seventh grade text that is 
part of the D. C. Heath Company's 
Dynamics of Language Series discusses 
the biblical explanation of the origin of 
language (God's judgment on humanity 
for building the Tower of Babel), along 
with non-theological theories. Members of 
the review committee found that this has 
been controversial because critics of the 
series resent the presentation of a biblical 
passage as a theory. 
Supreme Court Refuses 
New Obscenity Cases 
For the present, the U.S. Supreme 
Court has decided not to attempt defining 
precisely what constitutes obscenity in 
motion pictures and books. 
That appears to be the clear message of 
nine 5-4 decisions by the court to refuse to 
schedule for oral arguments a new series of 
obscenity cases which had reached the 
docket of the nation's highest tribunal. 
The nine cases, which came to the high 
court from New York, California, Florida 
and Virginia, all stemmed from local bans 
on obscenity. In its 6-3 decision last year, 
in Miller v. California, the court ruled 
that local communities may determine for 
themselves what constitutes obscene 
matter in judging films and printed 
materials. 
Life of Jesus Series Filmed 
For Television Release 
"The Life of Jesus" — a six-part series 
based on the life of Christ filmed on actual 
locations and featuring an all-star inter-
national cast under the direction of Franco 
Zeffirelli — will be colorcast on the NBC 
Television Network early in 1976. 
Sponsor of the series is the General 
Motors Corporation, according to NBC 
President Robert T. Howard. 
The series will be presented without 
commerical interruption. 
Lausanne Committee Will Determine 
Congress Organizational Structure 
A 48-member "continuing committee" 
has been formed to determine what 
organization structure or fellowship will 
result from the mid-summer International 
Congress on World Evangelization held in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. 
Forty-six Christian leaders from 28 
nations have already been named, with 
H o n o r a r y Congres s C h a i r m a n Billy 
Graham elected to serve as interim chair-
man, according to Anglican Bishop A. 
Jack Dain of Sydney. The Rev. Mr. Dain 
was executive chairman of the July event in 
Lausanne. 
The remaining two members will be 
chosen January 20 in Mexico City when 
the committee will meet for the first time. 
End Court-Ordered Busing, 
CORE Urges in Boston 
The Congres s of Rac ia l Equal i ty 
(CORE) has called for a halt to the court-
ordered busing plan in Boston, saying it is 
an unsatisfactory means of achieving both 
integration and quality education. 
C O R E said its own school plan, outlined 
in 1970, basically calls for school districts 
to be formed around natural community 
lines, with black community control of its 
own schools. 
The predominantly black organization 
said its school plan would bring about 
more effective and harmonious integra-
tion. Part of the plan includes cultural 
exchange programs with other school dis-
tricts. 
CORE, founded in 1942, now has an 
estimated membership of 200,000 in some 
200 chapters. It has been a major leader in 
the drive against racial barriers. 
Turkey Forbids Christian Worship 
In Cyprus Areas It Controls 
Turkey has forbidden Christian worship 
services in that part of Cyprus — about 
one-third of the island — held by its 
troops, according to Orthodox Church 
authorities in Nicosia. 
There are also reports that at least 20 
Greek Orthodox priests have been arrested 
by the Turks, and that three priests have 
died as a result of Turkish maltreatment. 
An estimated 206 priests and deacons 
are said to have joined the ranks of the 
Greek Cypriote refugees in southern 
Cyprus. More than 100 Greek Orthodox 
churches in 85 towns and villages of the 
Archdiocese of Nicosia are either closed or 
are being used by the Turks for non-
religious purposes, these sources report. 
"Scientific Creationism" 
Presented for Review 
To California School Board Member 
The vice president of the California 
State Board of Education and chairman of 
the sub-committee to re-evaluate the 
process of adoption for public school 
textbooks, has received a copy of the new 
book Scientific Creat ionism from its 
editor, Dr. Henry M. Morris. 
Dr. John R. Ford is currently studying 
the comprehensive reference book for 
teachers providing adequate facts and ex-
planations of creation as a theory of 
origins. 
In June this year, the Board of Educa-
tion passed a bill that the framework of 
creation be taught in social science 
curricula and it is expected that this book 
will meet the criteria for necessary 
teaching materials. 
Scientific Creationism, published by 
Creation-Life Publishers of San Diego, is 
non-religious in content and provides in-
f o r m a t i o n f r o m a r e a s of s c i ence , 
philosophy, anthropology, history and 
other related subjects. 
Compassion For Elders Seen As 
Tests of Society's Greatness 
A leading authority in the field of aging 
has said that one of the tests of a great 
society is the "compassion and respect 
shown to its elders." 
David A. AfTeldt, chief counsel of the 
Special Committee on Aging in the U. S. 
Senate, addressed a banquet group of 
more than 200 Southern Baptists gathered 
for the denomination's premier Confer-
ence on Aging. 
The conference, which lasted three days, 
was the denomination's first major effort 
to implement a 1973 SBC resolution 
ca l l i ng fo r i n c r e a s e d a t t e n t i o n t o 
developing program plans and resources in 
the aging field. 
While the speaker could point to real 
gains for the aged (68.5 percent increase in 
Social Security benefits, enactment of the 
historic Medicare legislation, establish-
ment of a national hot meals program, 
creation of a national senior service corps 
and passage of a comprehensive pension 
reform package), he said the nation has 
" s t r u c k o u t " by not solving many 
" e v e r y d a y p rob lems af fec t ing older 
Americans. 
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Dedication at Shimon 
Marl in Zook, 
Acting Superintendent, Japan 
I N JULY, the leaders of our Hagi, Nagato, and Nishiichi 
churches were invited to the dedication of a church of 
another denomination. The church was built at a cost of 
over $70,000 and is a three story ferro-concrete building. 
The pastor is 65 years old and, on his own, he borrowed 
the needed money. Now that he has a building he will work 
to build a church. At present there are 5 members. About 
30 people attended the dedication, most of them represen-
tatives from other churches. 
The dedication of the Shimonoseki church in many ways 
was a contrast to the above-mentioned church. The 
Shimonoseki church, known in Japan as the Yamanota 
Fukuin Church of the Brethren in Christ Church, was not 
built by one man. The church and the mission worked 
together on the plans, shared together in making the 
contract with the builder, and planned together in 
decorating and furnishing the building. The Shimonoseki 
church is not a big structure like the other new church, and 
cost less than $9,000 to build. We have no parsonage or 
kindergarten, but we have a place to gather as the body of 
Christ and a place to go out from, to share the wonderful 
message of God's love. 
The dedication was held on September 22. Mr. Tojo 
served as leader for the formal service, which included a 
certificate of thanks and gift of a Bible to the builder, 
songs, Scripture reading, words of greeting, a sermon, and 
a dedication prayer. Mr. Nishimura, who is chairman of 
the Brethren in Christ Conference, gave greetings as did a 
representative of the Shimonoseki churches. Mr. Tojo 
gave a brief history of the Brethren in Christ Church, tne 
work of the Brethren in Christ missionaries in Japan, and 
also told how he was led to join the fellowship in 
Yamanota. These comments added meaning to the service, 





Christian education is a comprehensive term. It refers to everything the 
church is doing to communicate the Christian faith. It includes leadership 
development, camping programs, family life education, Sunday school, 
youth ministries and more. 
Christian education is a major part of any congregation's program. It 
involves a significant segment of the congregation's budget and utilizes 
the gifts and abilities of many persons. 
In every congregation there are leaders — pastors, deacons, Sunday 
school superintendents, youth leaders and others — who are responsible 
for the Christian education program. The vision and dedication of these 
persons are the key to congregational effectiveness. 
The General Conference Board of Christian Education serves the local 
congregation. It seeks to help congregations accomplish their task of 
teaching and training in the most effective manner. This is done by 
producing and/or recommending resources by developing programs, by 
sharing ideas through various media, by personal contacts in seminars or 
workshops and by providing guidance, stimulation and challenge. 
In this report we want to share with you what is happening in the ministries 
of Christian education. 
We appreciate your continued prayers and support. 
John Arthur Brubaker 
John Ebersole 
For Board of Christian Education 
Board of Christian Education 
P.O. Box 127 
Nappanee, Indiana 46550 
c r I E L A K 
During the past year the Board of Christian Education 
with its Leadership Training Task Force gave special atten-
tion to the development and promotion of leadership 
training resources. 
One aspect of this emphasis was the development of a 
RELAY packet to provide supplemental aids for the RELAY 
program. 
RELAY is a plan of self-improvement and certification for 
every Christian education worker. 
RELAY is based upon five steps for leadership training. 
They are: 







The RELAY packet provides information about this 
training plan. It includes suggestions, guides and report 
forms to assist those persons participating in RELAY. 
These packets were mailed to pastors and Sunday school 
superintendents. Additional packets or information about 
RELAY is available from the BCE office. 
Five Receive Christian 
Education Citations 
Christian education ultimately occurs as hundreds of 
persons are faithful each week in congregations — 
teaching, administering, planning, counseling, winning, 
leading, and training. 
In an effort to highlight the effective service of such 
persons the Board of Christian Education presented five 
Christian Education Citations in 1974. 
The five persons receiving the Citation are Cora Byford, 
from the Pomeroy Chapel congregation in Tennessee; Edith 
France of the Upland, California congregation; Ethel Green, 
a member of the Mountain View congregation, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; Clarence Lehman, from the Wainfleet 
congregation, Ontario; and Joseph Martinec, a member of 
the Green Grove congregation, Spring Mills, Pa. 
These five are representative of the many persons who 
have committed themselves to transmitting the gospel 
through Christian Education. 
It is hoped that this kind of recognition will be a source of 
encouragement and inspiration to every person involved in 
Christian education. 
For Christian Education Leaders 
The Christian Education CHALLENGE is a quarterly 
release prepared by the BCE office. It features pertinent 
articles and helpful ideas for leaders in Christian education. 
Recent issues of CHALLENGE dealt with such themes as: 
• Developing Leaders in the Congregation 
• Strategic Planning for Christian Education 
• Growing a Sunday School 
• Using Electives in Sunday School 
• Ideas for Seasonal Celebration 
Past issues of CHALLENGE are available on request. If 
you are a pastor, superintendent, deacon or youth leader 
and would like to receive CHALLENGE, please write to the 
BCE office. 
Quiz Team Places 
Second in Tournament 
In a breath-taking finish, the Brethren in Christ Bible quiz 
team from Grantham, Pennsylvania placed second in an 
interdenominational tournament held August 23-25 at 
Winona Lake, Indiana. 
The Grantham team, winners at the Brethren in Christ 
General Conference finals, represented the denomination at 
this Bible Quiz Tournament of Champions. Fifteen teams 
from various denominations and from Youth for Christ area-
wide organizations participated. 
Members of the Grantham quiz team are Kevin Anderson, 
Dave Brubaker, Dick Brubaker, Steve Brubaker, and Dave 
Zook. The team is coached by Merle Brubaker and Sally 
Crider. 
The Grantham Bible Quiz Team represented the Brethren 
in Christ denomination by virtue of their winning first place 
at the General Conference finals held in July at Niagara 
Christian College. Grantham represented the Allegheny 
Conference. Other teams part ic ipat ing at General 
Conference were: from Atlantic Conference — Palmyra, Pa., 
Canadian Conference — Port Colborne, Ontario, Central 
Conference — Amherst , Massi l lon, Ohio, Midwest 
Conference — Rosebank, Kansas. 
The Board of Christian Education sponsored the 
Grantham team at the interdenominational Bible Quiz 
tournament. 
Next year Rev. Roger Witter will again be the Brethren in 
Christ General Conference Quizmaster. The portion of 
Scripture to be studied is I Corinthians. For more informa-




One of the Board's projections for the next three years is 
its participation in a cooperative project for producing a new 
Sunday school curriculum called The Foundation Series. 
John Arthur Brubaker has been named as editor of the 
materials for grades 7 and 8. He also serves on the editorial 
council. 
This project began in June 1972 when representatives of 
eight denominational groups including the Brethren in 
Christ met to determine the feasibility of producing a 
common curriculum that would communicate the Christian 
faith as understood within the framework of their common 
heritage. These representatives found that there was suf-
ficient interest and formulated a proposal. 
The Board of Christian Education and Publication Board 
Brethren in Christ 
Participate in 
Curriculum Project 
of the Brethren in Christ both adopted that proposal and 
agreed that the Brethren in Christ should participate as 
Publishing Partners. 
The 1974 General Conference of the Brethren in Christ 
voted to confirm participation in this project. 
Present plans for The Foundation Series call for a new 
Sunday school curriculum — preschool through grade 8. 
The curriculum will provide for teacher training. The target 
date for the first use of the materials is September, 1977. 
The Foundation Series will focus on Jesus Christ and His 
church, the Scriptures, and life in Christ today. It will set 
forth the type of discipleship that springs from the New 
Birth, from obedience to Christ and His Word, and from 
walking in the Spirit. 
BCE Directors-
Serving the Brotherhood 
The Directors of Christian Education spend 30% to 40% 
of their time traveling throughout the brotherhood in 
Canada and the United States in the interest of Christian 
education — hearing concerns . . . sharing ideas . . . 
receiving counsel . . . answering questions . . . pointing 
directions . . . making plans . . . providing information . . . 
introducing programs . . . facilitating interaction . . . giving 
and receiving inspiration and challenge. 
They serve as resource persons at camps and con-
ferences or with congregations. 
They conduct seminars and workshops for Christian 
education leaders. During this year they participated in 12 
seminars or workshops involving leaders from 70 or more 
Brethren in Christ congregations. 
Participants in these seminars considered subjects such 
as: the role of lay leaders in the church; the task of the 
Sunday school superintendent or youth leader; and the 
nature of communication. Workshops for teachers focused 
on topics as: the roles of a teacher, levels of learning, 
developing learning objectives, and creative effective learn-
ing experiences. 
The Directors also meet with regional conference boards 
and planning groups. In this way they provide a link between 
regional and general conference programs. 
Those interested in engaging the services of either of the 
directors may contact the BCE office. 
BCE Finances-at a Glance 
The fo l lowing f igures and g raph compare the 1974 budget with 1974 receipts — as of October 23. 
Budget for 1974 41,510.00 
Receipts as of date 24,297.00 
Balance still needed 17,213.00 
1974 Budget 41,510.00 
1974 Receipts 24,297.00 
We express our apprec ia t ion and thanks to the congregat ions and indiv iduals who have already 
con t r ibu ted generous ly to our f inancial suppor t this year. We bel ieve many others — congregat ions and 
persons — are p lanning to d o so in the coming weeks. 
The fact that we stil l need 17,213.00 which is 41.5% of our budget is a matter of concern to us. We ask 
you to jo in wi th us in prayer that this need is suppl ied. 
We count on the f inancial suppor t of our bro therhood to advance the ministr ies of Chr ist ian 
educat ion. Cont r ibu t ions should be mai led to: Rev. J. Ralph Wenger 
61 West Long Meadow Road 
Hagerstown, Mary land 21740 
I S 28 youth . . . 
U | serving Christ. 
fi v through 
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"Summer Service is an experience always to be 
cherished. I grew and matured spiritually to a great level. I 
learned discipline and that love 'in action' rather than love 'in 
words' is the only way to live a really dedicated life in Christ." 
These were the words of Jackie Newcomer describing what 
Summer Service meant in her life. 
Roy Runyan reported, "Summer Service is the best thing 
that could have happened to my spiritual life." 
For Susan Myers Summer Service was "a great growing 
experience." She adds "there were tears and laughter and 
Summer Service 
plenty of hard work and I praise and thank God for every 
minute of it." 
This past summer, 28 young people participated in 
Summer Service. They volunteered their time and helped to 
pay their travel expenses. They served at Camp Lakeview, 
Mile High Pines Camp, Montreal Lake Children's Home, 
Navajo Mission, Life Line Mission, and Spring Lake Retreat. 
Summer Serv ice vo lun teers were invo lved in 
maintenance and building projects, camp counselling, 
teaching, cooking, serving as waitresses, directing sports 
programs, etc. 
Many reported that the Lord was at work in their lives as 
they give themselves in service to Him in this way. We thank 
the Lord for what was accomplished in the lives of these 
young people. 
FAMILY EMPHASIS CHOSEN FOR 1975-76 
One of the concerns that arose out of the recent 
denominational study on divorce and remarriage was that 
additional attention needs to be given to strengthening 
marriage and family relationships. Many persons are aware 
of the problems facing families and are asking for help in 
developing Christian homes. 
A recent survey sponsored by the Institute of Life In-
surance revealed that 80 percent of Americans over age 18 
choose "a happy family life" as their number one goal. They 
placed a happy family life above "the opportunity to develop 






With concerns as these in mind the Board of Christian 
Education chose the family for special emphasis in the 
current biennium. The Board will focus upon helping 
congregations develop an effective ministry to families. 
Over the years the BCE through its Commission on Home 
has provided direction to the brotherhood in family life 
ministries. 
At present a specially assigned Task Force on The Family 
is working on strategies and programs for assisting con-
gregations in their ministry to family needs and concerns. 
Resources and Services is a catalog listing the different 
programs, resources, and services available through the 
Board of Christian Education. 
Resources and Services is designed as a ready reference 
for anyone involved in Christian education. Every congrega-
tion has received copies of this catalog either by mail or by 
personal contact. Additional copies are available on request 
from the BCE office. 
The Board of 
Christian Education 
The Board of Christian Education is composed of 21 
persons committed to Christ and the Church. It includes 
administrators, doctors, business persons, pastors, lay 
persons, and trained educators who combine their 
knowledge and experience to sustain an effective program 
of Christian education in the brotherhood. 
These persons contribute an estimated total of 180 days 
per year in the interest of Christian education through the 
activities of the board. Their names are listed below. 
BCE MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
W. Lloyd Hogg, Chairman 
David P. McBeth, Assistant 
John A. Byers, Secretary 
Ardis Alderfer, Assistant 
J. Ralph Wenger, Treasurer 
John Arthur Brubaker, Executive Director 
John Ebersole, Associate Director 
Curtis Byer Myron Lady 
JeSse Dourte Charles Norman 
Mary Fretz William Silver 
Glenn Ginder Elbert N. Smith 
Robert Hamilton Robert H. Smith 
Jesse Heise Eugene Wingert 
Eugene Heidler John Yeatts 
Attendants at Church dedication. 
but made it seem long for those who were standing. Since 
there were 120 people including children, and only 47 
chairs, many had to stand, though some did sit on the floor 
in the Sunday school room. 
After the formal service, food was served, which is 
always a part of any Japanese celebration. Often when a 
building is completed, the owner will give a feast to all his 
friends. Usually such feasts are formal, but because of the 
number of people, the church served the food buffet style. 
Instead of many outside guests, most of the people were 
from the Brethren in Christ churches. All five of the 
churches in Yamaguchi Ken were represented. As they 
shared around the tables and in small groups, the feeling of 
brotherhood deepened. There was plenty of food — fruit, 
cakes, cookies, jello, and tea or coffee. The fruit was 
purchased, but the rest of the food was made by the ladies 
of the church. The fact that the church members put so 
much of themselves into the preparation added to the 
meaning of the occasion. It was a joyful time of fellowship 
with friends. 
Mr. Nishimura, who attended both dedication services, 
said of the other church that it was splendid but lonely. 
The Shimonoseki building is not splendid, but neither is it 
lonely. They are one in the Lord. You can tell that they 
"are brothers, by their love." This was also expressed by 
the gift of over $400 to Shimonoseki from the other 
Brethren in Christ churches. 
Occasions like this give great joy to us missionaries. We 
know that our work is not in vain, because God says that 
His Word will not return unto Him void. But occasions 
like this make this promise even more real to us. We thank 
Him and praise Him for His abundant mercies. 
(Ahove) View of portion of audience at the service. (Below) Outside view of 
church. The wording on the side of the church reads " The Brethren in 
Christ Church. Vamanota Gospel Church." 
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Exhortation from a pastor's heart 
Yieaijenly fitness 
Tinarwo Ms us a 
O N E DAY in Kitwe some business 
men were talking. One said, "I want to 
take my lorry to the garage to be 
repaired and checked to see whether 
there are some nuts or bolts which are 
loose, so that I can get a Road Fitness 
Certificate for it." 
As I was there listening to this 
conversation, I asked "What is that 
fitness for?" One of them replied, 
"The certificate shows that the vehicle 
is right and fit for going on the roads." 
He went on to explain that without 
that paper, even though everything is 
right and the car is perfect, it is 
condemned for the road. 
I went on asking again, "How can 
you get that certificate? Are you to 
buy it or do something in order to get 
it?" He answered, "I t is not to be 
bought with money. What you must 
do is take your vehicle to the garage 
and give it to the mechanic. Let him 
check it and replace all that is needed 
in order to have it recognized as one fit 
for the road. You must let the 
mechanic do anything that he knows 
to make it right." 
After our friendly discussion, it 
came to my mind that this is just the 
same with us if we want to be fit for 
heaven. We need preparation for it. 
We cannot be in heaven with a broken 
heart of sin just as the vehicle cannot 
be fit for the road with broken or 
worn-out parts. Sin is something we 
must have fixed and finished. It must 
be replaced with a new heart of 
righteousness. 
As I thought of the mechanic, there 
is no one here on earth who can make 
people fit for heaven, but there is One 
who came from above. That is Jesus 
Christ. Never be mistaken in thinking 
that you cannot go to that home 
because you are poor, uneducated or 
wicked. God knows that you are 
wicked, therefore He sent Jesus. In 
John 3:16 we read, "For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son . . . " If it was not for the 
sins of the world, Jesus would not have 
come and suffered the death of 
crucifixion. God sent His Son to make 
you right with God again. He is the 
Mechanic of the soul, our Mediator, 
interceding to the Father for us. The 
The writer is pastor of the Shampande Brethren 
in Christ Church. Choma, Zambia. 
blood of Jesus covers all our sins and 
God will see us as if we have never 
sinned. 
Let us know what words are written 
on the road fitness paper: 
Registration mark of vehicle 
The above motor vehicle having been examined 
under Section of the Roads and Road 
Traffic Ordinance is hereby satisfactory as of 
(date) . 
The requirements regulations were complied 
with in relation to the vehicle. This certificate is 
effective until (date) . 
The heavenly certificate of fitness 
has no limits of time or dates on it. 
Let us think about what the 
magistrate will say to us on the day of 
our trial. The question will be basical-
ly about road fitness, not the type or 
model of car, or whether it is big or 
small or the best car. The question will 
be, "Why don't you have road fitness? 
What did you do with my Son whom I 
sent for you?" You may answer ac-
cording to what you did. You and I 
may say, "Lord, I was a pastor, a 
bishop, a leader of a very big church, a 
deacon or a church member," or "I 
always attended church services and 
did much church work and gave my 
time and money to the church." But 
God will say, "I never asked you 
about your church services or your 
religious life. I only asked you about 
my Jesus. What did you do with 
Him?" 
You may say again, "Lord, I kept 
all your commandments. I never did 
anything wrong against You and your 
laws." He will say, "I did not ask you 
anything about keeping the laws. I 
asked you one simple question, 'What 
did you do with Jesus my Son? Did 
you receive Him or not?" 
Man has been given the opportunity 
to choose. God is love. He does not 
force or compel anyone to come. Do 
not be deceived and listen to those who 
say that all people will be in Heaven. 
Man who chooses his own way gets 
lost and separates himself from God. 
The gate of Heaven is closed to him. 
He is on the way to everlasting punish-
ment and fire. 
Did God prepare hell for man? The 
Bible tells us plainly in Matthew 
25:41, "Then shall He say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from 
me ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels." 
God created you in His beloved image. 
We read in Matthew 25:34 what God 
has prepared for man. "Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world." 
Do you want to go to Heaven? My 
friend, you will never go there without 
having credentials through the blood 
of Jesus Christ. If you have the cer-
tificate, be happy and rejoice, for the 
kingdom of Heaven is yours. 
Planning to Send a Christmas Gift 
To a Missionary Friend? 
The safest way to send money to your friends in Brethren in Christ 
Missions is to forward your cash gifts through the missions office. We utilize 
the services of an international money exchange company, which minimizes 
the risk of loss or theft. Of course, you realize that personal gifts to 
individuals are not eligible for tax deduction. 
If you want to send a cash gift, here's all you do: 
1. In a letter to us, tell us the names of the missionaries or VSers you wish 
to remember with a cash Christmas gift, along with the amount for 
each person. 
2. Write one check for the total amount, made payable to BRETHREN IN 
CHRIST MISSIONS (not to the person you are giving to). 
3. Mail you letter and check to the missions office in Elizabethtown 
(Canadians, to the Stevensville office). It should reach us before 
December 1 to be processed in Christmas disbursements to the fields. 
Late gifts will be sent, but they may arrive overseas after Christmas. 
4. Please don't send Christmas cards or packages to the missions office 
for forwarding to missionaries. Since we use an international banking 
company, we don't "mail" checks and thus can't enclose cards. 
Brethren In Christ Missions 
Box 149 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
Brethren in Christ Missions 
Route 1 
Stevensville, Ont. LOS 1S0 
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Pulpit and Pew 
This article, by the pastor of the Mountain View Brethren in 
Christ Church, was written by request. Insights and direction 
helpful to all congregations are contained in this candid 
sharing. (Page Editor) 
We Are 
E A R L ENGLE said it at a Sunday school committee 
meeting following "Praise and Prayer" on Wednesday 
night: "If we aim at nothing we are bound to hit it!" 
This is what one Christian writer calls truth-think. The 
reality of this statement gains more credibility each week 
here at Mountain View. The need for clear-headed 
thinking and 20-20 vision in praying and working through 
to what it means to have life together in Christ must be at 
the top of our agenda of priorities. The question we must 
seek and find an answer for is: What does God want from 
us as persons and in our life together in the local church? 
There are those in every generation of Christians who 
wrestle with this question in one form or another. Many of 
us have been and are convinced that the answer lies within 
the pages of the New Testament. In the book of Acts we 
see the birth of the Church and what it meant to be a 
member of it. It is a marked understatement to say that 
these ordinary men and women led extraordinary lives. 
Their lives were permeated by the super-natural. The 
Spirit of Jesus had definitely chosen to indwell them. 
Christ Himself lived His life through them and the result 
was that sinners were saved, prison doors flew open, the 
crippled walked, the blind saw, and the dead lived again. 
But most importantly, portrayed in all of this is the love of 
God. In the Acts God's love flowed in cleansing, healing, 
and resurrecting power. 
How these Christians loved each other! Of all the 
amazing historical events that Luke records here, the love 
that the early Christians had for God and for each other is 
the most amazing. The author uses concrete events to 
demonstrate the love of God and its results. It is 
manifested in everything from the great desire our 
brothers and sisters had to be together to the raising of 
Dorcas. 
The apostle Paul in the Ephesian letter, on the other 
hand, tells the story through doctrinal statement — not in 
a cold, analytical way — but warmly through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps the most significant 
section in all the Bible concerning the nature of the church 
is Ephesians 4. And it is largely to this passage that we at 
Mountain View are turning to find tne answer to our 
guiding question; What does God want from us as persons 
and in our life together in the church? Space does not 
Eermit us to deal with the specifics of God's answer to us ere, But let us look at the results for those fellowships 
that allow the Holy Spirit to make the Ephesians 4 kind of 
body life a reality in their midst. (At this point it will be 
helpful for the reader to review Ephesians 4:1-13). 
Now, at verse 14 we see the results that flow from this 
kind of body life. 
Becoming 
Samuel Hollingsworth 
Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about 
what we believe because someone has told us something different, or has 
cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. Instead, we will 
lovingly follow the truth at all times — speaking truly, dealing truly, 
living truly — and so become more and more in every way like Christ 
who is the head of His body, the church. Under His direction the whole 
body is fitted together perfectly, and each part in its own special way 
helps the other parts, so that the whole body is healthy, and growing and 
full of love (Ephesians 4:14-17 LB). 
This is fantastic! The glory of being Christ's and members 
of His body in the local church! As we submit ourselves to 
the Lord and to each other, this is the result God has in 
mind for us. No wonder the Savior so confidently 
proclaims that He has come to give us overflowing lives 
(John 10:10). 
The first thing we at Colorado Springs had to see — and 
that in our weakness the Spirit must continually remind us 
of — is that this is for us. Through the power of God's 
gracious Holy Spirit we are becoming a church marked by 
HEALTH, GROWTH and LOVE. In fact, this is the 
pattern for the normal Christian church. This is the logical 
extension of the truth that victory is normal for each 
Christian's life that the late Watchman Nee persuades us 
of in his book The Normal Christian Life. Jesus Christ, in 
His Cross and Resurrection, has made provision for 
growth, health, and love among members of His body. The 
potential for all of it is already there for every Christ-
exalting, local church. All that is required is the faith to 
believe it to be so and then by prayer and hard work to 
reach out and take it. 
We feel strongly that this is the mind of Christ about 
His Church. Through His Holy Spirit we are taking steps 
to become this kind of local church here in Colorado 
Springs. We are exhorting each other to become healthy, 
personal Christians. The challenge is for each of us to 
make real commitment to the life of the body. The 
minimal standard we set for ourselves is to attend both the 
study and worship hours on Sunday morning and then to 
plug into body life at least one other time during the week. 
This could be the Sunday night service, Wednesday Praise 
and Prayer or a small group opportunity. (It is important 
to see that this is a standard and that there is no attempt to 
make its fulfilment arbitrary for church membership.) 
In recent months we have found that we have great 
resources within our own denomination to help propel us 
toward our goal. Bishop Don Shafer has helped Mountain 
View look at and find herself in many ways. His life is a 
f;reat joy and inspiration to us and his practical ministry in eadership and board seminars has proven invaluable. This 
to page fourteen 
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Christian Education Happenings 
Relay Certificates 
Presented to Seven 
In a special recognition service, 
seven members of the Manheim Sun-
day school were presented RELAY 
Certificates for completing the 
RELAY program. 
In this recognition service the 
Pastor, Isaac S. Kanode, explained 
briefly about RELAY and how a 
person can receive the RELAY Cer-
tificate. The General Superintendent, 
Harlan Nolt, read a letter of con-
Sratulations from Rev. John Arthur rubaker, Director of Christian Ed-
cuation of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Lloyd Knight, secretary of the local 
Board of Christian Education 
presented the certificate. The seven 
persons receiving certificates were: 
Harlan Nolt, John Bicksler, John 
Gish, Mayfaelle Kanode, Janet Gish, 
Ella Eberiy, and Pastor Kanode. Rev. 
H. M. Tobias brought a challenging 
message entitled "Conquerors Plus.' 
RELAV is the Leadership Training 
Program sponsored by the General 
Conference Board of Christian Edu-
cation. Through RELAY, leaders are 
helped to develop their God-given 
talents and abilities. 
Joseph Martinec 
Receives Citation 
Rev. John A. Brubaker, Director of Christian 
Education, presents citation to Joe Martinec. 
The Board of Christian Education 
presented the following citation to 
Joseph Martinec of the Green Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church, Spring 
Mills, Pennsylvania: "Joe, you were 
chosen by members of your congre-
gation to receive a Christian Edu-
cation Citation in recognition of your 
dedicated service. 
"You have demonstrated your com-
mitment to Christian education and 
12 
Leaders of the Manheim Sunday School receiving RELAY Certificates were: back row, 
left to right — Harlan Nolt, John Bicksler, John Gish, Maybelle Kanode. Front row — 
Janet Gish, Ella Eberiy, Pastor Kanode. 
your faithfulness in service by carry-
ing many responsibilities in your con-
gregation. You have been active in 
nearly every area of congregational 
life as deacon, Sunday school teacher, 
member of the churcn board, trustee, 
and as a Bible study leader. You also 
have been involved in Vacation Bible 
School and in visitation. 
"Happy, dedicated, humble, and 
faithful are the words used to describe 
your service. You have the ability to 
touch the lives of Christians maturing 
in the faith and babes in Christ. 
"For these reasons the Board of 
Christian Education of the Brethren in 
Christ Church is happy to present this 
citation to you. 
"May the blessing of our Lord be 
upon you as you continue to serve 
Christ in the Green Grove con-
gregation." 
Foundation Series Editors Seek Writers 
Selecting curriculum writers to in-
vite to prepare lesson materials for 
The Foundation Series was the main 
item on the agenda of The Foundation 
Series editors as they met at the 
Genera l Con fe r ence Mennon i t e 
Church offices, Newton, Kansas, Oc-
tober 16, 17, 1974. 
Among the cooperating groups — 
Brethren in Christ Church, Church of 
the Brethren, General Conference 
Mennonite Church, and the Men-
nonite Church — there are many 
persons who have either successfully 
written curriculum materials or who 
have the experience and skills neces-
sary to do a good job. 
In addition to designating writers, 
the editors began to plan a writers' 
orientation to be held at Laurelville 
Church Center, near Mount Pleasant, 
Pennsylvania, June 9-13, 1975. All 
writers for all grades will be asked to 
participate in this orientation which 
will provide an overview of the 
curriculum, insights into the major 
theological themes, and opportunities 
for writers and editors to plan to-
gether. 
At the October 16, 17, meeting, the 
editors also reviewed progress in the 
program to gather stories from around 
the world for use in the new cur-
r icu lum. George and Doro thy 
Smoker, who have spent many years 
in Tanzania, will be leaving for East 
Africa, November 22, to gather stories 
specifically for The Foundation Series. 
The editors discussed relationships 
with the Design Task Force which will 
develop an overall graphic design for 
The Foundation Series. The Design 
Task Force is under the direction of 
Joe Alderfer , Chicago Heights, 
Illinois. Other members of the Task 
Force are: John Hiebert, North New-
ton, Kansas; Glenn Millslagle, Scott-
dale, Pennsylvania; and Mervin Zook, 
Goshen, Indiana. The Design Task 
Force is organized so that each editor 
will have a member of the Design Task 
Force nearby for counsel and inter-
action. The Design Task Force will 
receive its assignment from the 
Editorial Council which is scheduled 
to meet November 15, 16, 1974, in 
Chicago. 
The editors for The Foundation 
Series are Cornelia Lehn, Newton, 
Kansas; James Horsch, Scottdale, 
Pennsylvania; and John Arthur Bru-
baker, Nappanee, Indiana. Paul M. 
Lederach, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, is 
Executive Director of the project. It is 
planned that The Foundation Series 
will be available for use in the 
churches of the cooperating groups, 
September, 1977. 
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MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALS BOARD 
The Ministerial Credentials Board is responsible for • 
setting standards for license and ordination • ex-
amining applications for ministerial service • encour-
aging and helping provide continuing education for 
ministers • pastoral counseling and supportive en-
couragement • providing credential cards for ministers 
• planning seminars and pastoral retreats 
The Board sees itself becoming more in-
volved in the doctrinal directions of the church. 
Questions for youth: What are your attitudes 
and concerns about Christian ministry? What 
can the church do to make this vocation 
attractive? BOARD-LINES 
BOARD OF BISHOPS 
The Board of Bishops • assists each of its 
members in their administrative work in 
regional conference • promotes a sense of 
loyalty and brotherhood throughout the de-
nomination • seeks to develop effective 
pastoral service and vital congregational 
programs • assigns pastors in consulta-
tion with congregations 
A future projection is the convening of a 
church-wide pastors' retreat and seminar. 
This Board sees youth contributing to its 
work by • praying • giving creative sug-
gestions that the life of the church can be 
more meaningful in meeting the needs of its 
members • suggesting ways for assisting 
our congregations in ministering to the 
needs of people — leading them to Christ 
and fellowship in the church 
BOARD OF BENEVOLENCE 
The "heirarchy" of the church is often difficult to 
understand. There are many denominational boards 
and committees. People get together to meet and 
discuss "business." But what are these people 
doing? How do young people relate to these boards? 
In order to help young people understand denominational 
boards, representatives were invited to meet with the youth at 
General Conference. They prepared summaries of their board's 
activities. The following are the summaries that were prepared. You will 
notice that many of the summaries have questions for youth and suggest 
contributions youth can make. If you have further questions or a response 
you would like to make to these summaries, please write to the Youth Page 
Editor, Box 127, Nappanee, Ind. 46550. 
PUBLICATION BOARD 
The Publication Board is responsible for the Evangelical Visitor (it chooses 
the Editor along with the Board of Administration). It is also responsible for 
Evangel Press and for the Christian Light Bookstores. The Publication 
Board serves as a unifying factor for the church with the Editor as some-
thing of a Pastor to the General Church. 
Future projections • provide more and better promotional material for the 
church • seek to secure the finest curriculum material that will maintain our 
heritage and promote use of the Scriptures 
Youth can contribute to this Board • as employees of the various board 
agencies, providing enthusiasm and vigor • by submitting for publication 
copy which provides fresh insights and evaluations of positions and 
traditions that are taken for granted. 
Questions for youth: How do you read? How much do you read? What do 
you read? Does the call of the church mean something to you? 
The Board of Benevolence as it has func-
tioned to this point • acts as the agency 
responsible for Messiah Home and Messiah 
Children's Home • provides allowance to persons in 
financial need (upon application by a congregation) 
Future directions • developing and promoting love and 
concern for one another within the brotherhood — not just 
a source of finance for the poor 
Contributions youth can make • do some creative 
thinking as to how to recognize and relate to the needs of 
all members of the brotherhood 
Questions for youth: What do you think ought to be the 
nature of the benevolent work of the church? What types 
of persons or situations should the Board of Benevolence 
minister to? 
BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION 
The Board of Administration serves as the main coor-
dinative agency between the biennial conference and is 
thus the main body responsible for overall administrative 
problems or concerns facing the church. 
Long range concern • to aim at a fine combination of 
evangelism and evangelistic emphasis with a proper 
emphasis on church growth/nurture/discipleship. 
Youth can contribute by • active involvement in local 
congregational programs • utilizing all opportunities for 
involvement in broader church activities. 
Questions for youth: What do you hope for in the church of 
tomorrow? 
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WE ARE BECOMING 
from page eleven 
past summer Owen and Ardis Alderfer came to lead us in 
two Marriage Enrichment retreats on consecutive 
weekends. What rich gifts of ministry they shared with us 
in those days. And just recently John Arthur Brubaker 
encouraged us in our life together at Mountain View in a 
weekend of Christian Education workshops. 
Another thing we are learning is to focus in our results. 
Either get them or know the reason why. We are dis-
covering that growth is imperative if we are to be the 
church that Jesus has in mind for us. Of course we mean 
spiritually, but we mean in numbers too. If our local 
churches are not being consistently "added to" we are in 
big trouble. It's worse than stagnation. We become 
ingrown and caught up in our own neuroses. The healthiest 
thing that can happen to a church is for it to see people 
saved, baptized, and come into a commitment of 
themselves in church membership. It is in this atmosphere 
that the Son burns out the disease of sin and introduces 
His health, growth, and love. 
Finally, it is exciting to see God making an Ephesians 4 
church out of us. We cringe sometimes when the Spirit 
gives us a glimpse of how much further we have to go. But 
then He always assures us that we are on the way. How 
encouraging it has been these past two years to see our 
church membership almost double to 100 members. And 
then to have the contractor come and knock out the walls 
so that we could have more join us to worship the Lord. 
And now it is thrilling to see that we are running out of 
room for a thriving Christian Education program. If the 
church is to have problems, these are the kind to have. 
How hungry we are for the righteousness of Jesus at 
Mountain View. What a tremendous need we have for 
more of Him. How certain we are of total failure if the 
Holy Spirit does not keep His hand on the controls here. 
Pray for us! Pray that each motivation will be because 
God has caused us to love Him and that we want to bring 




T w o M e s s i a h C o l l e g e a l u m n i were 
honored at the 1974 Homecoming . 
Dr . C. O. Wit t l inger '35, a long t ime 
teacher and former dean, was given the 
A lumni Apprec ia t ion Award . Af te r the 
ci tat ion was read, he w a s presented with a 
chair . 
A n n a R . Engle '23, fo rmer Messiah 
Col lege teacher and missionary to Z a m b i a 
and Rhodesia , and currently a Bible 
t rans la to r in South Afr ica , was honored 
with the Distinguished A l u m n a Award . 
In Memory of S. R. Smith 
A large crowd at tended the Messiah 
Col lege H o m e c o m i n g Convoca t ion which 
fea tured a mul t i -media presentat ion of 
music at the college and a memor ia l to S. 
R . S m i t h , first p r e s i d e n t of M e s s i a h 
College. T h e p rog ram was produced by 
Don Smi th , a grandson of S. R . Smith, 
and n a r r a t e d by Rev . E lbe r t S m i t h , 
another grandson. 
Dur ing the presentation, five projectors 
were used to snow more than 500 slides of 
the music p rogram at Messiah through the 
years. The picture of everyone who ever 
was par t of any music g roup at the college 
was flashed on the screen! 
The- evening climaxed with the college 
Chora l Society, accompanied by a brass 
group, singing " R i s e and Sh ine , " a song 
with music composed by S. R. Smi th and 
words by J . R. Z o o k . 
T h e six S. R. Smi th grandchildren pre-
sent are shown in the accompanying 
photograph (left to right): Dr . Rober t 
Smi th , Rev. Elbert Smi th , Lois (Smith) 
Thomas , Gladys (Kraybil l) Henry , Bishop 
David Cl imenhaga, and Don Smi th . 
Common Bond to Release Record 
T h e C o m m o n Bond music ministry 
team recently signed a recording contract 
with H o p e Recordings and will soon 
release their first recording, " C o m e Quick-
ly J e sus , " on the H o p e label. 
Royal t ies and profits f rom this national-
ly distributed record will go toward the 
financial support of Messiah College music 
ministry teams. 
This record would made an excellent 
Chr i s tmas present. Orders can be placed 
by wr i t ing to the A d m i s s i o n s office. 
(Records will be mailed anywhere in the 
U.S . for $5.75.) 
Messiah Enrollment Up 
Messiah College registered the largest 
g roup of students in its history this fall. 
Wi th a f reshman enrol lment of 250, and a 
very favorable t ransfer enrol lment of 70, 
the total college registration reached a new 
high of 905, an increase of 7.7 percent over 
last year. 
Two Grants Received 
T w o sizable grants were received for the 
Beyond Books C a m p a i g n at Messiah 
College. T h e first, f rom the Kresge Foun-
dation, is a challenge grant of $100,000, to 
be given upon the successful raising of the 
addit ional $2,900,000 of the $3,000,000 
goal. The second gran t of $25,000 was 
received f rom the Pew M e m o r i a l Trus t . 
The Beyond Books Campa ign , launched 
about a year ago, is providing funds for 
expanding the present college library by 
four t imes to a learning resources center. It 
will combine advanced learning media and 
increased book-related services. 
T o date , $2,057,820.18 has been raised, 
including the above grants . 
MISSIONS 
Antonio Moreno, pastor at Ar royo , and 
Enrique Palacios, pas tor at Esquipulas, are 
the first pastors to be ordained in the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Nica ragua . 
Their ordinat ion occurred on October 13. 
Af te r the ceremony, Rev. M o r e n o and 
Rev. Palacios baptized 16 new Nica raguan 
believers, assisted by Wal ter Kelly and 
Bert Sider 
Walter and Lynda Kelly and family 
arrived home in C a n a d a on Oc tober 20. 
Both Wal te r and Lynda have been ill with 
typhoid fever for some time. Since their 
regular furlough was scheduled to begin in 
March , it was decided to release them 
f rom the field early for medical care and 
rest. Bert Sider has been named Act ing 
Super intendent . 
D a l e and Linda W i n g e r , M e r r i l l , 
Michigan, arrived recently in Z a m b i a . 
Their first assignment as Voluntary Ser-
vice workers is to N a h u m b a , where Dale 
will assist in the building program at 
C h o m a Secondary . 
"Sis 
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CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
Sunday evening, Sep tember 29, was the 
fo rmal Service of Dedicat ion by the Car-
lisle congregation of their expanded nar-
thex and Chris t ian educat ion facilities. It 
also was the final service of a weekend of 
celebrat ion and thanksgiving. 
Fr iday evening was observed with a 
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l d i n n e r a t which Rev . 
Kenneth H o k e spoke. Sa tu rday evening 
was the official opening of the youth center 
with youth f rom neighboring Brethren in 
Chris t churches sharing. " T h e Joyful 
N o i s e , " a musical g roup f rom Annville, 
Pa. , was featured. 
T h e Dedicatory Message on Sunday 
evening was brought by Harvey Sider, 
fo rmer missionary to India and presently 
pas tor of the S tayner (Ontar io) Brethren in 
Chris t Church . Bishop H. A. Ginder led in 
the dedicatory ritual. Fo rmer pastors , Rev. 
R. H. Wenger , Rev. Paul L. Snyder , and 
Rev. Kenneth Engle shared with the pre-
sent pastor , Rev. Wal te r Winger , in the 
service of Dedicat ion. 
Offer ings for the weekend totaled $9,-
785, of which over SI ,000 was designated 
for Wor ld Missions. 
Dr. Ivan Beachy, Chairman of the Building Com-
mittee (left), and Rev. Harvey Sider (right) visif 
with Pastor Walter Winger outside the newly 
enlarged narthex. 
T h e Grantham congregation held a 
dedicat ion service for their new building on 
Sunday , Oct . 6. Those taking par t in the 
service were J a c o b Kuhns, Dan Chamber -
lain, W a y n e Cassel, Mer l e Brubaker , and 
the pastor , Rev. Rober t B. Ives. John 
Graybil l and Harvey Sider were among the 
missionaries taking par t in missions Sun-
day on Nov. 3. 
T h e Paramount congregation held a 
Spir i tual Life Confe rence on Oct . 13-16 
with Rev. LeRoy Wal te r s speaking. The 
pas tor at P a r a m o u n t is Rev. J . Ralph 
Wenger . 
Atlantic 
T h e Vigilaires Qua r t e t f rom Millers-
burg, Pa . , were in charge of both the morn-
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ing and evening services in the Manheim 
Church on Sunday, Oct . 27. The group 
used both music and the spoken word in 
presenting their p rogram. Rev. Isaac S. 
Kanode is the pastor . 
The ladies of the Skyline View congrega-
tion a t tended a ladies' retreat in the Host 
Inn, Har r i sburg on Thursday , Oct . 17. The 
theme was " T h e Comple ted W o m a n , " and 
guest speaker was Miss Phyllis M a c l n t y r e 
f rom Canada . The pastor is Rev. LeRoy B. 
Wal ters . 
Canada 
The Collingwood congregation held a 
Loyalty Dinner for the purpose of raising 
funds for the new church building on 
M o n d a y evening, Sept . 23. Rev. Alvin 
Burkholder was present for the fund-
raising dinner. $40,000 was raised in the 
campaign which followed the Loyalty 
Dinner. Rev. Dale Shaw is the pastor. 
The Sherkston congregation held dedica-
tion of their new parsonage Sunday af ter-
noon, Oct . 20. Bishops Swalm and Sider 
both part icipated in the service. Special 
music was provided by the Gospel Four . 
An open house was held following the 
s e rv i ce . T h e p a s t o r is R e v . R o b e r t 
Rolston. 
On Sa turday , Oct. 5, the new Stayner 
parsonage was dedicated. Guest speaker 
was Bishop Roy V. Sider. In the evening 
Bishop Sider also told of his recent ex-
per ience at the W o r l d C o n g r e s s on 
Evangelism in Switzerland. Rev. Harvey 
Sider is the pastor at Stayner . 
Central 
Rev. Paul Unruh , psychiatrist f rom 
Hagers town, Md. , spoke to the Beulah 
Chapel congregation on Mar r i age Success 
on Sunday, Nov. 3. The pastor is Rev. 
Haro ld E. Paulus. 
Midwest 
The Dallas Center and Oak Park con-
g r e g a t i o n s h e l d a j o i n t L a y m e n ' s 
Fellowship on Sunday af ternoon, Sept . 29 
at the Oak Park Church. Bishop Don 
Shafer was present for the meeting. Rev. 
Mil lard Ha ldeman is the pastor at Dallas 
Center and Rev. Haro ld Jackson is pastor 
at O a k Park . 
Births 
Cunningham: Kar la Ann, born to M r . 
and Mrs . Lester Cunningham, Mon tgom-
ery congregation, Pa . 
Hartsock: Mat thew Michael, born Oct . 
2 to M r . and M r s . Ern ie H a r t s o c k , 
G r a n t h a m congregation, Pa . 
Martin: Shar ie Adele, born Sept . 18 to 
M r . and Mrs . Ronald Mar t in , P a r a m o u n t 
congregation, Md. 
Painter: Mat thew Jason , born Oct. 4 to 
M r . and Mrs . Har ry J . Painter , Pa lmyra 
congregation, Pa. 
Roik: Chr is topher Meredi th , born Sept . 
24 to M r . a n d M r s . G e o r g e R o t k , 
Wainfleet congregat ion, On t . 
Weddings 
Bollinger-Snavely: Nancy Jane , daugh-
ter of M r . and Mrs . John H . Snavely, J r . , 
Manhe im, Pa., and Gerald B. Bollinger, 
son of Mrs . Reba Bollinger, Denver, Pa . , 
Sept. 14 in the Middle Creek Church of the 
B r e t h r e n w i t h R e v . I v a n R . L u t z 
officiating. 
Leppo-Reikard: Shar lene, daughter of 
M r . and Mrs . Edward Reikard , Lancaster , 
Pa. , and Lynn E., son of M r . and Mrs . 
Rodney Leppo, Dover, Pa. , Sept . 21 in the 
Lancaster Church with Rev. Eber Dour te 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Dombach: Ellsworth Counsy lman Dom-
bach, born July 2, 1915, died Sept . 30, 
1974, in Lancaster , Pa . H e is survived by 
his wife, Grace; two sons: Dale, and Jay ; 
one granddaughter ; three brothers . The 
funeral service was held in the Gundel 
Fune ra l H o m e , L a n c a s t e r , with Rev . 
Henry N. Hostet ter officiating. In terment 
was in the Conestoga Memor ia l Park . 
Engle: Daniel G . Engle, born Feb. 5, 
1919, died Sept. 22, 1974, in Millersville, 
Pa. H e was the son of Daniel E. and 
E m m a Good Engle. H e is survived by his 
wife, N a o m i Hilsher Engle; one son, 
Kevin; one brother; and four sisters. He 
was a member of the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church where he served as deacon, 
Sunday school teacher, superintendent , 
and secretary of the Church Board. The 
funeral service was held in the Lancaster 
C h u r c h wi th R e v . E b e r B. D o u r t e 
officiating. In terment was in the Cross 
Roads Cemetery . 
Eshelman: Christ Eshelman, born Feb. 
25, 1890, died Aug. 13, 1974, in Carlisle, 
Pa. He is survived by his wife, Merza 
Eshelman; and two sons: Mar l in and 
R a l p h . H e w a s a m e m b e r of t h e 
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church . 
Rev. Daniel Hoover officiated at the 
funeral service. In terment was in the 
Rolling Green Cemetery , C a m p Hill. 
Gibble: John Sheetz Gibble, born Aug. 
26, 1892, in Lancaster Co. , Pa. , died Sept . 
30, 1974. He is survived by two sons: Ray 
and Charles; two daughters : Mildred and 
Gladys; seventeen grandchi ldren; three 
brothers; and one sister. He was a member 
of the M a n o r Brethren in Chris t Church . 
The funeral service was held in the Cross 
R o a d s C h u r c h with Rev . H e n r y N . 
Hoste t te r and Rev. Roy J . Pe te rman 
officiating. In terment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Slaymaker: Lloyd W. S laymaker , born 
Sept . 18, 1904, died Sept . 26, 1974. H e was 
the son of John M . and Lizzie War fe l 
S laymaker . H e is survived by one brother 
and a number of nieces and nephews. H e 
was a member of the Ref ton Brethren in 
Christ Church . The funeral service was 
held in the Ref ton Church with Rev. Dale 
Allison officiating. In te rment was in the 
New Providence Mennoni te Cemetery . 
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The Contemporary Scene 
Glimpses 
Behind the Curtain 
Great Variation 
T h e DEGREE of freedom of religion varies widely 
within the communist world, Michael Bordeaux, executive 
secretary of the Centre for the Study of Religion and 
Communism in London, told Mennonite Central Com-
mittee Akron staff. 
"We must remember the communist world is vast and 
varied, even within the Soviet Union," Bordeaux says. 
"The situation varies extremely from one country to 
another. For example, of all the countries in the Com-
munist world Albania and Yugoslavia have the widest 
variations and they're side by side." 
Bordeaux notes that Albania officially excluded religion 
in 1966, while Yugoslavia, which allows printing of Bibles 
and other Christian literature, is the most open to religion 
of the communist countries. 
The London Centre for the Study of Religion and 
Communism acts as a laboratory for processing and 
analyzing information gleaned from the East. Major 
information sources are newspapers, journals, books and 
privately circulated documents. MCC is loaning a research 
scholar, Walter Sawatsky, to the center for a 2-year term. 
"The religion situation is highly complex. Walter 
Sawatsky is helping build the context of the picture," 
Bordeaux comments. 
He also emphasizes that the Centre does not put 
informants at risk by publication, but releases information 
by request from the source. 
Bordeaux says there is clear evidence in every country 
with the possible exception of China proving that the Holy 
Spirit is alive and touching many people. 
"In Poland seminaries are full to the door," he says. 
"But in the Soviet Union, one of the most restrictive 
countries, there are limited opportunities for theological 
education." 
The Russian Orthodox Church with 50 million active 
members has only three seminaries. The Protestant 
churches have none. Libraries do not contain books 
expounding on the gospel or giving an adequate view of 
church history. 
"I believe what the Centre is ultimately about is building 
bridges," Bordeaux says. "To be permanent, relationships 
built with Christians in communist countries must be 
founded in fact. One thing is clear. Christians in com-
munist countries are a praying people. We have lessons to 
learn from them." 
Doors Ajar 
T H E DOOR has been nudged quietly ajar in recent years 
in the communist-controlled countries of Eastern Europe 
for increasing distribution of the Bible through legal 
channels. 
But representatives of the world's Bible societies have 
had to tread on uneasy and difficult paths between the 
professed atheistic standards of the eastern bloc nations 
and the rising demands of the citizens of those countries 
for the Word of God. 
The American Bible Society, which observes national 
ABS Sunday, November 24, looks back on a year of 
achievement in which it has played a major role in 
Scripture distribution in the communist countries. During 
1973, more than 690,000 copies were distributed in those 
nations — a 9.1 percent increase over the previous year 
and five times greater than 1966 totals. 
The ABS, cooperating with UBS and local Bible 
societies in the eastern bloc nations, approaches the task of 
supplying Scriptures with eagerness but also with the 
delicate touch of a snowflake on a window pane. 
"We sometimes think we could get great short-term 
gains and raise a lot of much-needed money with a 
sensational approach," John D. Erickson, an ABS ex-
ecutive, said in an interview, reflecting on the touchy 
political overtones of Bible distribution in Eastern Europe. 
"But we'd do it once, and that would be the end. The door 
would be closed." 
He referred to those who take the sensational approach, 
going to great lengths to circumvent customs laws and 
often producing questionable publicity about their ex-
ploits. 
He's certain of one thing, though: "The ABS and UBS 
way is — and always will be — the legal way, working 
through government officials and local churches. 
"Bible society workers around the world," said 
Erickson, who recently traveled through Eastern Europe, 
"inform us that smuggling and the great publicity it gets in 
the West causes them difficulty because they constantly 
have to differentiate between smugglers and what the Bible 
societies are doing in an open, legal manner." 
